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Senate Panel’s Budget Cuts 
Fall Short of House Plan 
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Senate appropriators putting to- 
gether a broad package of spending 
cuts have come up $4 billion short of 
the figure approved last week by the 
House, a difference that could fore- 
shadow coming conflicts between the 
two chambers over the crucial rfptaik 
of budget reduction. 

The. Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee’s package of slightly more than 
$13 billion preserves a $1.3 billion fed- 
eral subsidy to help poor people pay 
utility bills — a program eliminated by 
the House — and also would make 
available some funds for summer job 
programs for disadvantaged youth. 
The House version would terminate 
600,000 summer jobs for youth this 
year and next. 

The Senate package, which rescinds 
spending authority granted to the ex- 
ecutive branch in previously enacted 
budgets, will cut less than the House 
version from housing accounts and 
certain education, labor and health 
programs. 

Late yesterday, Sen. Mitch McCon- 
nell (R-Ky.), who chairs the subcom- 
mittee that provides foreign aid fund- 
ing, came up with a proposal to cut 
$100 million after first proposing no 
reductions at all. 

The complex package affecting hun- 
dreds of programs is set to be ap- 
proved today by the full Senate Appro- 
priations Committee. 

Committee Chairman Mark O. Hat- 
field (R-Gre.) is expected to argue that 
the Senate bill provides as mnrh or 
more funds for deficit reduction as the 
House bill because of a different ap- 
proach to the financing of disaster re- 
lief, which will create more savings in 
fiscal 1995. 

But the initial action suggests that 
the Senate approach to budget cutting 
will be considerably more measured 
than the House, in part because of the 
moderate record of key Republican ap- 
propriators, and in part because of pol- 
itics. 

Two announced GOP presidential 


aspirants. Sens. Arlen Specter (Pa 
and Phil Gramm (Texas) serve on th 
committee and a third, Sen. Robert . 
Dole (Kan.), is majority leader. A 
three must consider the impact of th 
cuts on voters in such bellwether pr 
mary states as New Hampshire 
where several thousand receive th 
federal fuel subsidy. 

President Clinton could veto even 


spending cut bill tempered by the Sen- 
ate, and yesterday he added to his list 
of veto targets any deep cuts in stu- 
dent loans and other major federal ed- 
ucation programs. In a meeting with 
student journalists, Clinton was asked 
if he was prepared to veto such ruts 
“Of course I am, in the areas of educa- 
tion which are so important to me,” he 
responded. 

Clinton said he continues to hope 
“we can prevail in Congress” and 
pointed out that the Senate was more 
amenable to his priorities than the 
House has been. But, if not, he said, 
“The veto pen is always out” 

Clinton said yesterday that GOP 
claims of saving money in the student 
loan program by reducing bureaucracy 
is “a myth.” He said the administration 
backing for direct lending has saved 
money and will continue to do so and 
complained that Republicans were be- 
ing shortsighted in cutting education 
funding. 

“I don’t think we need to trade in 
our future to what is a piddling amount 
on the deficit but will have an enor- 
mous negative symbolic and substan- 
tive impact” chi the future of children 
and young adults, he said. 

Previously Clinton has threatened 
to veto cuts in national service, in 
crime funding that would eliminate po- 
lice or repeal the assault weapons ban, 
and in certain aspects of national secu- 
rity legislation. 

Administration officials also have in- 
formed Hatfield of their displeasure 
with provisions that would greatly ex- 
pand timber cutting in national forests 
of the West and protect those sales 
from legal challenges under such laws 
as the Endangered Species Act and 
the National Forest Management Act 
A Senate provision worked out be- 
tween Hatfield and Sen. Slade Gorton 
(R-Wash.) directs the Forest Service 
and Bureau of Land Management to 
undertake a salvage program to har- 
vest dead and dying timber “to the 
maximum extent feasible.” Unlike the 
House bill, it does not set harvest lev- 
els. 

But the Senate bill goes further in 
one area, by directing the Clinton ad- 
ministration to expedite timber sales 
in the Pacific Northwest under the so- 
called Option 9 compromise reached 
last year for forests inhabited by the 
threatened northern spotted owL 
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